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President Bush. Well, I don’t think about
myself right now. I think about the families,
the children. I am a loving guy, and I am
also someone, however, who has got a job
to do, and I intend to do it. And this is a
terrible moment.

But this country will not relent until we
have saved ourselves and others from the ter-
rible tragedy that came upon America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Jiang Zemin of China
and President Vladimir Putin of Russia.

Remarks Following a Visit to
Washington Hospital Center

September 13, 2001

We have just seen some really brave men
and women. We met with the people who
work for our Government, that work inside
the building. We met with their families.

This is a great hospital. The doctors and
nurses are not only accomplished; they’re
loving people. There’s a wonderful spirit up
on the floor that we went to. We told them
that our country is praying for each and every
one there, praying for their families.

Some of the folks could talk, and they de-
scribed the horror of the incident, the mo-
ment. They talked about escaping, going
through fire, crawling through debris. It was
clear that they were fighting for their survival
then, and like every patient up there, they’re
still fighting for survival.

And it was just a sobering moment for
Laura and me. But we again thank the hos-
pital, the docs, the nurses and, of course,
again tell the families that the Nation prays
for those who have been injured by this un-
believable act of terror.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. outside
the main entrance to Washington Hospital Cen-
ter. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 7462—National Day of
Prayer and Remembrance for the
Victims of the Terrorist Attacks on
September 11, 2001
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By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On Tuesday morning, September 11,

2001, terrorists attacked America in a series
of despicable acts of war. They hijacked four
passenger jets, crashed two of them into the
World Trade Center’s twin towers, and a
third into the Headquarters of the U.S. De-
partment of Defense at the Pentagon, caus-
ing great loss of life and tremendous damage.
The fourth plane crashed in the Pennsylvania
countryside, killing all on board but falling
well short of its intended target apparently
because of the heroic efforts of passengers
on board. This carnage, which caused the
collapse of both Trade Center towers and the
destruction of part of the Pentagon, killed
more than 250 airplane passengers and thou-
sands more on the ground.

Civilized people around the world de-
nounce the evildoers who devised and exe-
cuted these terrible attacks. Justice demands
that those who helped or harbored the ter-
rorists be punished—and punished severely.
The enormity of their evil demands it. We
will use all the resources of the United States
and our cooperating friends and allies to pur-
sue those responsible for this evil, until jus-
tice is done.

We mourn with those who have suffered
great and disastrous loss. All our hearts have
been seared by the sudden and senseless tak-
ing of innocent lives. We pray for healing
and for the strength to serve and encourage
one another in hope and faith.

Scripture says: ‘‘Blessed are those who
mourn for they shall be comforted.’’ I call
on every American family and the family of
America to observe a National Day of Prayer
and Remembrance, honoring the memory of
the thousands of victims of these brutal at-
tacks and comforting those who lost loved
ones. We will persevere through this national
tragedy and personal loss. In time, we will
find healing and recovery; and, in the face


